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Fisheries: Commission issues statement on emergency in the sector

Fisheries Commissioner, Joe Borg, has renewed his call for the restructuring of the sector before it is too late. He called for a smaller and more fuel-efficient fleet to ensure a sustainable future for the industry. According to the Commissioner, the difficulties faced by the EU fisheries sector have their roots in a structural mismatch between the size of the fleet and the sustainable level of fishing possibilities. These problems have been seriously compounded by the sharp increase of fuel prices over the past few years, an increase of around 240% since 2004. He noted that “false solutions” such as higher quotas are counter-productive. This latest statement follows a March Communication, with measures for the sector to adapt to higher fuel prices.
Member State support measures are largely intended on a “one-off” basis – such as for fishing gear and equipment to support fuel efficiency.  The Commission will also work with Member States to review Operational Programmes in order to allow more targeted spending at this difficult time, and allow for greater analysis of the fish supply chain.
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/2008/com08_39_en.htm
29 May

Commission proposes simpler approach to fish stocks conservation
The European Commission has adopted a new proposal to promote the conservation of fish stocks, to reduce discards and protect vulnerable marine habitats in EU waters outside the Baltic, Black and Mediterranean Seas. More specific rules which need to be adapted to local conditions will then be laid down in a series of Commission regulations, corresponding to the fisheries covered by the Regional Advisory Councils concerned. This approach is expected to lead to a clearer and simpler technical framework for EU fisheries, which is better adapted to different ecosystems and more responsive to input from stakeholders. 
The simplification of the technical measures is intended to support the conservation of stocks and to bring down discarding to the lowest possible level, to ensure that EU fisheries are environmentally friendly. By proceeding on a regional basis, the Commission hopes to avoid micro-management, and ensure that specific measures taken are tailored to particular fisheries. 
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/press_corner/press_releases/2008/com08_43_en.htm
Link to Regional Advisory Councils:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/governance/racs_en.htm
4 June

MEPs to vote on help for young farmers
Thursday 5 June saw the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development in the European Parliament adopt an own initiative report by Donato Tommaso Veraldi, based on making it easier for young people to enter the agri-business. The report highlights that, while food production is likely to rise, the future of the next generation of farmers is uncertain. Currently, only 7.6% of farms in the European Union are run by people under 35.  The report aims to facilitate a "generation change", to make the sector more dynamic. It notes that farms run by young people are on average more profitable and young farmers are more willing to adopt innovative solutions and use environment-friendly farming methods.

  
The report also calls for young farmers to "take up the challenges arising as a result of more open world markets". There is also a call for them to be more aware of the impact of climate change and associated responsibilities for combating this. Access to information and tools enabling young farmers to analyse market trends is deemed essential. The report also encourages programmes to promote mobility among young farmers in the EU (including Leonardo da Vinci) and the creation of an agricultural best-practice exchange programme for young farmers.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/032-30511-156-06-23-904-20080530STO30464-2008-04-06-2008/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5531332
5 June

Farmer Marketing Conference, 7 July Budapest - Opportunities and Challenges
The Agri-Marketing Project, funded by the EU Leonardo da Vinci Programme, is organising a Conference in partnership with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia, to mark the end of its two-year implementation.
The event will provide an opportunity for the Project to share its findings with a wider audience. The Agri-Marketing Project has been designed to help farmers meet new challenges by improving vocational training. The Project has identified those elements of agri-marketing that are the main driving force behind successful business development in the agriculture and food sectors across Europe, and has developed training materials using case studies. The conference is free of charge. For further details contact Vasso Argyropoulou on: info@agri-marketing.eu
Conference details: http://www.agri-marketing.eu/

European Green Capital Award
Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas was at the Commission of the Regions (CoR) on 22 May to launch a new annual award for cities committed to "environmentally friendly urban living". The Commissioner was joined by Paddy Bourke, Lord Mayor of Dublin and President of the Union of Capital Cities of the European Union, as well as officials from other cities supporting the initiative, including Glasgow. Cities can apply on-line for selection as the European Green Capital for 2010 and 2011.

Application process: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/how_to_submenus/guidelines.html
Knowledge economy needs support from regions and cities
In a keynote speech at the European Regional Economic Forum (EREF) in Slovenia, on June 6, Luc Van Den Brande, President of the Community of the Regions (CoR), underlined the role of regions and cities in strengthening the knowledge economy. One of his main messages was that globalisation can only achieve sustainable benefits if it has the support of efficient local and regional governments. "Regions and cities deliver more than 66% of all public investment in the EU and are key actors in innovation, research, and education policies," he told the EREF. 
He focused on the role that regional and local governments play in the "knowledge triangle" – education, innovation and research. These core areas are typically under local and regional control in the Member States. He emphasised the importance of education as the main factor in creating "the skills that are one of the key drivers of productivity", and noted the central role played by innovation in local and regional policy making. "Research is about turning money into knowledge whereas innovation is about turning knowledge into money," he added.

http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/PressTemplate.aspx?view=detail&id=a633ba90-b516-4f7c-a7a0-4efd0cd2972b
6 June

“Demographic Risk” map

In a world of growing uncertainty, demographic change is a known trend. The "Laboratory Demographic Change" has produced a new online tool - "Demographic Risk Map" - to support European businesses to better understand such trends. The tool analyses the impact of demographic change from a business perspective in 264 regions across Europe and provides a direct comparison between time frames, across 264 European regions and 27 countries. 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/newsroom/index_en.htm
Link to report: 
http://www.growthcommission.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=96&Itemid=169
4 June

Europe and the Territorial Agenda
In the European Parliament on 29 May, the Austrian Institute for Regional Studies and Spatial Planning (ÖIR) presented a follow-up study on the “Territorial Agenda” and the “Leipzig Charter” on urban development. This precedes the forthcoming Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion and the subsequent launch of a public consultation, scheduled for September this year. The authors recommend political leadership and awareness raising for the concept of Territorial Cohesion, to enhance the policy process within EU institutions. Alongside social and economic cohesion, “Territorial Cohesion” will be introduced by the draft Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (Article 174). Though no final definition yet exists concerning the concept, it relates to achieving a better urban-rural balance than currently exists by reducing existing disparities and avoiding territorial imbalances. It also promotes innovative regional clusters and equal access for all to infrastructure and knowledge.
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/newsroom/index_en.htm
Contributors’ presentations: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/hearingsCom.do?language=EN&body=REGI
29 May
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